TOM TAYLOR

her life at the Old Bailey, she was hanged at Tyburn in the
twenty-fifth year of her age, on Friday, the i8th day of
December, in the year 1691.

TOM TAYLOR
) getting literally hooked as a Pickpocket, turned House-
breaker.   Executed i%th of December> 1691, for
using Arson as a means to Theft
nnOM TAYLOR, a parson's son, was born at Colchester,
A in Essex; who, accustoming himself to gaming from
twelve years of age, was so addicted to idleness that he would
not be brought up to any honest employment. Further-
more, rejecting the good counsel of his parents, and joining
himself to bad company, he soon got into a gang of pick-
pockets, with whom he often went out to learn their evil
profession and find the ready way to the gallows. Going
once, with three or four of these diving sparks, to Guildford,
a market-town in Surrey, where there was next day a fair to
be kept, and fearing to be discovered in that concourse of so
many people, they resolved to do their business that very
evening, when the people were very busy in fitting up their
stalls, and some little trading was stirring besides. Their
first consultation was how to draw the folks together to make
one job of it, which was agreed on in this manner. Tom
Taylor, pretending to be an ignorant clown, got his head
into the pillory, which was elevated near the market-house,
as if he had only a mind to be laughed at. The noise thereof
causing the whole town to run together to see this spectacle,
his companions so plied their work, while the people gazed,
laughed and stared, that they left but few of them any
money in their pockets. Nay, the very keeper of the pillory,
who was as well pleased at this curious sight as anybody,
was served in the same manner with the rest.
^ Tom seeing the work was done, and having the sign given
him that his comrades were departing, came down from
his wooden machine; whereupon the company dispersed
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